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ÂRBRVS (1992) instead of charges:

ÂPhysician work, Practice expense, Malpractice pool

ÂPhysician Work (52%) ðRVUõs

ÂHarvard study (Hsiao) ðtime, skill, judgment, stress

ÂPractice Expense (44%) - PERC

ÂProfessional Liability Insurance (4%)

Annual and 5-year updates are based on recommendations and

review  by the AMA/Specialty Soc. RVS Update Committee (RUC):

RVS Update Committee (RUC)



RVS Update Committee (RUC)

ÂComposition:  29 members ð23  seats filled by 

professional societies (including ACC)

ÂRUC solicits survey data regarding individual 

codes or families of codes.  Administered by the 

appropriate professional society (ACC, SCAI for 

cathcodes)

ÂData is presented to the RUC and defended 

(ACC rep. is recused).

ÂRUC makes recommendations to CMS for final 

valuation, converted to re-imbursement.


